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Our Lord Jesus Christ said in Matthew 16:18 that the church would face the gates of Hell, 

but Hell shall not prevail against it.  The church will face problems, setbacks, struggles 

and attacks from the Devil, but it will always prevail and win.  In warfare you will always 

have some church members who murmur and complain about the struggles the church 

faces.  The church has been called to spiritual warfare and every church member should 

understand and comprehend that.  Ephesians 6:12 explains the evil and wickedness that 

wrestles against the church.  Spiritual warfare should not lead church members to murmur 

and complain.  That behavior builds mental strongholds for arguments, strife, and selfish 

ambitions to go against the knowledge of God.  Why allow your mentality to be fortified 

with an imagination that produces unsuccessful thoughts for the church?  The Holy Spirit 

leads a member to pray for the church and believe, not complain, and do nothing. The 

foundation of Christ in a church will never be defeated by the Devil.  Simply because a  

Christian joins a church, it does not mean they are totally free from their past.  I believe 

according to what the scripture says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in  
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Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 

new.” However, some Christians do not believe and will not fully let go of their past.  As 

a pastor, I have experienced with some members where their past became spiritual 

warfare while trying to do the will of God.  Because of hurt and pain they experienced in 

life; they do not fully trust people.  As I grew in the love of Christ according to 1 

Corinthians 13:4-8 to obey God, that is when my spirit became powerful.  As a pastor, I 

know when a member is against me, the church and the vision for ministry.  There are 

Christians that cannot move forward because they will not let go of deeply-rooted mental 

and hidden issues in their life.  Insecurity, divorced parents, bad relationships, abuse, 

frugal mentality, hurt and pain by those they trusted can cause dysfunction in your life if 

you let it.  Life is full of uncertainty, anxiety, bad decisions, and false love if you do not 

have the mind of Christ.  This is why Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all 

you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you 

and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  When a person refuses to allow 

the Lord Jesus Christ to heal them from their past, they have not fully come to Him for  

rest.  When was the last time you witnessed to someone, or won someone to Christ? Do 

you give your testimony about what God has delivered you from? 
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Do you share the teachings of God’s word?  Do you fellowship with the saints?  The 

liberty and freedom of the Holy Spirit starts with you for the church.  A murmur and 

complainer is not a dependable person for the church.  Their eyes, thoughts, and heart are 

not set for the work of the ministry.  A church cannot depend on Christians who are not 

full of the Holy Spirit.  This is why laborers are few for a harvest that is plentiful.  When 

you constantly murmur and complain, you are full of disagreement.  Now is the time to 

examine yourself to see whether you are in the faith. 
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